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we can interpret him otherwise than as stating the
fact of a strictly universal deluge. On the sup-
position that that was his design, we can form no
additional terms of phraseology that could render
it more apparent in the following inspired account:

" And the flood was forty days upon the earth ; and the waters
increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

" And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon
the earth ; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.

"And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and
all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.

** Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the moun-
tains were covered

"And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl,
and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man :

" All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in
the dry land, died

" And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the
face of the ground, both man and cattle, and the creeping things,
and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the
earth; and Nosh only remained alive, and they that were with
him in the ark.

"And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty
days."

This history has long since been a matter of pro-
fane scoffing to infidels of every grade, from the
most polished to the most scurrilous of their writ-
ers ; but their arguments have been so often shown
to be grounded on objections from ignorance, and
not on objections from knowledge, and so ut-
terly failing to account for a universal tradition
remarkably uniform in its main ideas of this matter,
that they had ceased to be of any importance to
the infidel in this controversy, until the subject of
geology furnished new theories for debate.